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Evidence-synthesis request form
(Last updated 14 January 2026) 

Please complete the information requested in the table below and email this request form and any additional attachments to Michael Wilson (wilsom2@mcmaster.ca) and Kerry Waddell (waddellk@mcmaster.ca).

	Information requested
	Responses

	Date of request
	· 

	Name, role and department of requestor
	· 

	What is the question you need answered?[endnoteRef:1] Please provide as much detail as possible. [1:  Tips about writing a question:
be explicit about whether your question is about one or more of: 1) a problem and its causes; 2) options to address a problem (or elements of a potentially comprehensive approach to addressing a problem); and/or 3) key implementation considerations
be explicit about whether your question is about one or more of: 1) a clinical program, service or product (and recall that CADTH is best positioned to address questions about products such as drugs and devices), 2) a public health program or service, 3) health-system arrangements that determine whether the right programs, services and products get to those who need them
be explicit about whether your question is about one or more of: 1) a sector (e.g., primary care), 2) a condition or category of conditions (e.g., chronic pain), 3) a category of treatments (e.g., dental services), 4) a population (e.g., Black women); and/or 5) a governance, financial or delivery arrangement.
For examples of the questions we have responded to in the past, please see here.] 

· Does it relate to a particular health threat? If yes, which one? 
· Does it relate to a particular condition (e.g., infectious disease, non-communicable disease, accident or emergency, mental health and addictions)? If yes, which one? 
· Is there a particular sub-population of interest that may be disproportionately affected by the issue? If yes, which one(s)? (consider population features captured under the PROGRESS-Plus framework)
	· 


	What is the context for the request (i.e., any relevant background and rationale)
	· 

	Describe whether and how this request meets the criteria in the adjacent cell from the Evidence synthesis hub of the ESN-CA? 

	· Is there a clear link to it being able to inform up to advisory and decision-making process and/or out to a learning and improvement process (or in other words, responds to a ‘window of opportunity’)
· 
· Does it align with strategic priorities of the CIHR funding for pandemic preparedness and health emergencies?
· 

	What type of evidence do you need (see options in adjacent cell)? 

	Questions to respond to:
· What has been learned from syntheses of studies conducted around the world, including how the findings vary by groups and contexts? [global evidence synthesis]
· What has been learned from studies conducted in Canada or globally? (including from one or more of: data analytics, modelling, evaluation, qualitative insights, behavioural insights and implementation science, health technology assessments/cost-effectiveness studies, or guidance) [domestic or global evidence synthesis]
· What has been learned from experiences – and ideally evaluations – in each Canadian province/territory and select countries? [jurisdictional scan +/- key-informant interviews]
· If yes, are there particular provinces/territories from which you’re interested in learning?
· If yes, are there particular countries from which you’re interested in learning? (e.g., typical comparator countries and/or countries that are perceived to be ‘ahead’ of others on the issue)

	Have you also asked (or are you aware of anyone else who has asked) another group to address aspects of the same topic?
	· 

	Have you already searched one or more evidence databases (e.g., Health Systems Evidence, Social Systems Evidence)?
	· 

	When will you need the evidence product?
	· 

	Will you periodically re-visit the issue because the context, issue or evidence evolve and, if so, how often (weekly, monthly, quarterly)?
	· 

	Is there any other relevant context for the question, including any expectations about the product?
	· 

	Can you share any relevant documents or frameworks related to the question (including any related technical reports or internal program evaluations that have been produced)?
	· 
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